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ISLANDS OF LIFE CAMPAIGN EXTENDED 
New Goal Set at $670,000
A recent surge of support for the Islands of Life 
campaign has pushed the effort over its original goal of 
$610,000, netting a total of nearly $625,000 in pledges and 
gifts to date.
The goal was reached just as the Conservancy secured an 
option on another coastal gem — one of the few inholdings 
on Bois Bubert Island. (90% of the Island was protected in 
1978 by The Nature Conservancy and transferred to the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, which manages it as part of 
the Moosehom National Wildlife Refuge.)
With this magnificent coastal parcel on the block, the cele­
bration was postponed in order to pursue protection of the 
Bois Bubert parcel. The parcel had gone on the market 
during the late winter, and had already attracted several 
offers — sight unseen — from other interested buyers. 
However, as soon as the weather allowed, Conservancy 
staff members visited the Island site and within two weeks, 
had struck a deal with the landowner to purchase the site 
below its actual market value.
In order to save the Bois Bubert inholding, the Board of 
Trustees voted to expand the Islands of Life campaign by 
$60,000 to cover the purchase price and related expenses of 
the acquisition. This brings the new campaign goal to a total 
of $670,000.
As with several of the other campaign projects, it is hoped 
that eventually another conservation agency may be able to 
take over ownership and long-term management of this 
particular parcel. But with government funds very scarce 
for conservation purchases, the USFWS estimates that it 
would be years before funding can be appropriated for a re­
purchase from TNC. Board Chairman Boh Butler commented: 
"With so many members having already given generously to 
this effort, the decision to expand the campaign is not taken 
lightly. But if The Nature Conservancy does not move quickly 
to protect these sites when they come on the market, they may 
be lost forever."
"This just means that all of us must redouble our commit­
ment to successfully protecting these extraordinary 
examples of Maine's natural heritage."
Donations to help the Conservancy reach this new goal 
should be sent to the Chapter office in care of the Islands of 
Life campaign.
BOIS BUBERT ADDED
Bois Bubert Island lies long and narrow at the end of 
Pigeon Hill Bay in Milbridge in Washington County. Cover­
ing some 1 000 acres, it parallels the adjacent and larger 
Petit Manan Peninsula. In 1978, more than 900 acres of the 
Island were donated to TNC for transfer to the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service. This property further complements 
Petit Manan which became a part of the National Wildlife 
Refuge three years earlier, also with Conservancy 
assistance.
Now nearly 1/5 of the remaining land on Bois Bubert has 
come on the market. The property is primarily open field 
with some 700 feet of frontage on the western shore of the 
Island.
The acres on Bois Bubert which are already included in
contin ued on p. 2
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BO IS BU BER T  —  continued from p. I
the Refuge are all undeveloped. Tall red and white spruce, 
tamarack and northern white cedar cover the northern 
portion of the Island. A 20-acre stand of jack pine, a species 
unusual in Maine, lies in the center near a 7-acre fresh­
water pond which is rimmed by a quaking bog. An even 
larger 14-acre freshwater pond lies in the southern section,
which, is more open; small patches of spruce, bogs and alder 
thickets abound.
Bois Bubert, unusual in that such a large area has re­
mained undeveloped over the years, is also significant as 
part of the wintering area for Maine's population of bald 
eagles. In addition, it is home to eider, black duck, harbor 
seal, white-tailed deer, ruffed grouse and woodcock. 
According to the Master Plan developed by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service for this Refuge, Bois Bubert will remain 
in its undeveloped state, while Petit Manan will have limited 
trails and some wildlife management.
The Fish and Wildlife Service has expressed strong 
interest in adding the inholding to the Refuge property, but 
is limited by a current lack of appropriated funds for land 
acquisition. Following a tradition well established for The 
Nature Conservancy, TNC will, with the help of its 
members and friends, purchase the property and hold it for 
the Fish and Wildlife Service until such time as funds are 
available for it to acquire the property.
An interesting side note: Funds donated for the acquisi­
tion of this portion of Bois Bubert will be used at least twice 
to protect land as once the property is acquired by the Fish 
and Wildlife Service, the funds will be available to acquire 
other significant land elsewhere in the state. Double value 
for your gift!
John W. Jensen 
Executive Director
The thing that has most impressed me about The Nature 
Conservancy over the past six years is its ability to stick to 
what it knows best — saving significant land — while re­
maining innovative in how it does it. It is methodical and 
careful in working out the details, but not afraid to try new 
ideas.
A long track record of protected lands shows that the 
question is no longer "Can we succeed?" in saving these 
areas. Instead, the question is rapidly becoming "Can we 
pay for this success?". Our ability to raise the necessary 
financial support is soon to become the chief impediment to 
saving these lands that must be protected. Hence the need 
for innovation.
Two examples spring quickly to mind. First, the Conser­
vancy recently managed to issue a tax-exempt bond for 
several million dollars to acquire land in the State of Missis­
sippi. It took nearly two years of tedious and painstaking 
work with the I.R.S. by the Conservancy's General 
Counsel, Mike Dennis. Mike's hard work blazed new 
ground, allowed thousands of acres of land to be saved, and
reduced the cost, making the deal financially sound. This 
may sound humdrum, but the fact is that this has never 
been done before by a private organization. The Wall Street 
journal found it so unusual that they ran it as a front page 
story. Once again, innovation brings results!
Another increasingly important and innovative tech­
nique which is already at work here in Maine, is discussed in 
much more detail in the Trade land insert. The Trade land 
concept is rapidly becoming a vital and extremely flexible 
way to save even more land.
Trade lands are "ordinary" properties (developed or 
undeveloped) which are donated to the Conservancy so 
that TNC can resell them on the open market and use the 
proceeds to acquire more critical lands. Where appropriate, 
TNC adds conservation easements or restrictions to care­
fully limit development of these properties before they are 
sold, thereby protecting the integrity of the land.
Many people hold such "ordinary" property, maybe 
acquired years ago, which now is no longer of any par­
ticular use to them. By making a gift of land to The Nature 
Conservancy, they are able to (1) help save natural areas, (2) 
get a tax deduction for the full value of their property, (3) 
get rid of the problems of holding or selling off the land 
themselves, and (4) provide a major capital gift to the Maine 
Chapter which they might otherwise find impossible to 
make.
I hope that you will read over the enclosed Trade land 
insert carefully. It shows just one example of how this inno­
vative technique is being used to provide major financial 
support for TNC's work here in Maine, while also snow­
balling into a very significant land preservation effort.
The Trade land approach is a fine way to make a major 
gift which might otherwise be impossible. If you have such 
a piece of real estate, give this option some thought. If you 
would like to examine the alternatives for such a parcel (in 
strict confidence), Kent Wommack or I would be happy to 
sit down and review the various alternatives and the impact 
of each.
MAINE CHAPTER - THE NATURE CONSERVANCY
ANNUAL MEETING 1984
- MACHIAS -
Saturday - Sunday, August 18-19 
Please Join Us
You are invited to join us for the 1984 Annual M eeting of the Maine Chapter. This year's Annual 
M eeting is planned to introduce m em bers to the natural attractions of the D ow neast coast and, in particular, 
some of the properties recently protected by the Islands of Life campaign in the Machias Bay area. 
Accordingly, a variety of field trips is planned for both Saturday m orning and Sunday. In addition to 
the Annual Business M eeting activities on Saturday afternoon, there will be a wine and cheese reception and 
a special slide presentation. You are welcome to participate in all or any of the weekend's events. Please 
complete the attached registration form  and re tu rn  it to the Maine C hapter office by Friday, July 27. Register 
early for your choice of field trips. We look forward to seeing you.
THE TRIPS - Saturday M orning, A ugust 18
1  MACHIAS BAY BOAT TRIP
LEADERS: Alan Lewis, Charles Duncan, Philip
Conkling
MEETING PLACE: Main dock in Cutler, Rt. 191, 
across from Post Office
TIME: 8:15 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. (Boats depart
promptly at 8:30 A.M.)
COST: $25 member ($30 non-member)
LIMIT: 5 5  people
Boat Captains Barna and John Norton and Butch 
Huntley will give us a tour of historic Machias Bay and 
the Cross Island Archipelago, home of nesting bald 
eagles, ospreys and great blue herons. We will view 2 
recent Islands of Life projects, Salt Island Preserve and 
Northwest Head, as well as 2 other TNC projects, Stone 
Island Preserve and the spectacular Cross Island and its 5 
attending satellite islands. Bring binoculars, camera, and 
a lunch.
2 LARRABEE HEATH AND JASPER BEACH
LEADER: Lissa Widoff
MEETING PLACE: University of Maine at Machias 
Math & Science Building Parking 
Lot (see directions to location of 
the Annual Meeting)
TIME: 9:30 A.M. to 1:00 P.M.
COST: No charge - member ($3 non-member)
LIMIT: 30 people
Larrabee Heath is an outstanding example of a coastal 
raised bog, an unusual peatland type only found in the 
U.S. in Downeast Maine. Join us for a short hike to an 
overlook of the Heath where there will be a ceremony 
dedicating the Heath to Jack Howells, whose generosity 
made possible the Conservancy's acquisition of this Pre­
serve. Following the dedication, peatland ecologist Lissa 
Widoff will give us a tour of the significant aspects of this 
peatland. The group will go on from there to nearby
Jasper Beach to leam about its interesting geology and 
local efforts to protect it. We will conclude the morning 
with a picnic lunch at Fort O'Brien Park overlooking 
lovely Machias Bay. Bring a lunch.
3  LUBEC FLATS & WEST QUODDY HEAD — 
SHOREBIRDS AND EAGLES 
LEADER: Mark McCollough
MEETING PLACE: University of Maine at Machias 
Math & Science Building Parking 
Lot (see directions to location of 
the Annual Meeting)
TIME: 8:30 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.
COST: No charge - member ($3 non-member)
LIMIT: 20 people
The large intertidal areas exposed by the great tides of 
Passamaquoddy Bay provide prime feeding areas for 
millions of migrating shorebirds in late summer. This 
region also supports one of the healthiest populations of 
bald eagles in the northeast. After a morning birding 
along the flats, beaches and coves, well eat our picnic 
lunch at Quoddy Head State Park overlooking Grand 
Manan Channel, watching for passing whales, and black­
legged kittiwakes. Wear old sneakers or boots and bring 
binoculars. Spotting scopes will be provided. Don't forget 
lunch!
4 THE GARDEN OF EDEN
For those not able to join us on one of the Saturday 
morning field trips, we will be showing the award 
winning film, "The Garden of Eden," produced by The 
Nature Conservancy. Film time is 11:00 A.M. in the 
Lecture Hall of the Math and Science Building at the 
University of Maine at Machias. No registration for this 
is necessary.
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THE ANNUAL MEETING - Saturday Afternoon, August 18
2:00 P.M. Annual Meeting
Guest Speaker
4:00 - 5:00 P.M. 
5:00 P.M.
- University of Maine, Machias Math & Science Lecture Hall
- Election of new Trustees
- Ratification of Proposed Amendments to the By-Laws
- Reports of the Chairperson, Treasurer and Executive Director
- Presentations on Identification, Acquisition and Stewardship activities of 
the Chapter
- Alexander S. Gardner, an outstanding volunteer leader and Chairman of The 
Nature Conservancy's Connecticut Chapter, which is the recent recipient of the 
Conservancy's Award for Outstanding Progress.
- Informal Wine and Cheese Reception, lawn of the University of Maine, Machias campus.
- "The Natural History of Maine's Downeast Islands." Slide presentation by 
Alan Lewis, Ph.D., Chairman of Math and Science Division, University of 
Maine at Machias. University of Maine, Machias Math & Science Lecture Hall.
12  GREAT WASS ISLAND HIKE - (Beals)
LEADER: Lissa Widoff
MEETING PLACE: Coast Guard Station on Route 
187, beyond Jonesport and just 
before the bridge to Beals.
DATE & TIME: Sunday, August 19,10:00 A.M. to
4:00 P.M.
COST: $5 member ($7 non-member)
LIMIT: 20  people
The interior of the Great Wass Island Preserve, the 
Maine Chapter's second largest preserve, supports one 
of Maine's largest natural jack pine stands as well as peat­
lands of national significance. Along the shore, Hooker's 
iris and rose-root sedum dot the pink granite headlands. 
The six-mile trail leads through lichen-clad boreal spruce 
forests and open jack pine groves, past bogs and along the 
exposed rocky shore. Over 75 species of birds occur on 
the Preserve in the breeding season, so bring binoculars. 
Bring a lunch. (Strenuous)
13  CROSS ISLAND BOAT TRIP — (Machias Bay)
LEADER: Alan Lewis
MEETING PLACE: Cutler Dock, opposite the Post 
Office
DATE AND TIME: Sunday, August 19, 9:30 A.M. to 
4:00 P.M.
COST: $25 member ($30 non-member)
LIMIT: 12  people
The Cross Island Archipelago, home to nesting bald
eagles and osprey, includes several islands donated to 
The Nature Conservancy for transfer to the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service. Nearby in Machias Bay are 
additional Conservancy preserves, Salt and Stone 
Islands. Bring a lunch, binoculars, and camera, and plan 
to enjoy the years of local lore shared by our Captain 
Barna Norton. *
„  BAY OF FUNDY SEABIRD AND ^  
14 WHALEWATCH BOAT TRIP — (Lubec) 
LEADERS: Charles Duncan and Nona Famous 
MEETING PLACE: Lubec, Public Landing 
DATE AND TIME: Sunday, August 19, 9:00 A.M. to 
5:00 P.M.
COST: $25 member ($30 non-member)
LIMIT: 25 people
The waters at the entrance of the Bay of Fundy 
provide a rich feeding area for birds and whales alike. In 
late summer, literally millions of northern phalaropes 
and Bonaparte's gulls gather in Passamaquoddy Bay. 
Further offshore, puffins and other alcids can be found 
on the open water. These waters are the home of hump­
backs, finbacks, pilot whales and harbor porpoises, as 
well as the endangered right whale. Under the 
experienced leadership of our Captain Butch Huntley, 
our chances of seeing some large sea mammals are 
promising. Bring a lunch and protection against ocean 
wind and spray.
THE TRIPS - Sunday, August 19
(Note: These trips also listed in field trip flyer)
3GREAT VMSS ISLAND PRESERVE - See jack pine, Hooker's iris 
and rose-root sedum on Trip U12.
SOME SIGHTS TO SEE
LARABEE HEATH PRESERVE — Join in dedicating this new 
Preserve to Jack Howells on Trip #2.
REGISTRATION FORM
ANNUAL MEETING 
INFORMATION
O fficers and  
T ru ste e s
All 5 officers and 3 of the Trustee positions will be 
elected at the Annual Meeting. Names are being firmed 
up at press time, but information on the nominees will be 
available by July.
P ro p o sed  
Bylaw  C h an ges
The following changes in the Bylaws are recom­
mended for adoption by the membership at the Annual 
Meeting, August 18, 1984:
Article IV, Section 3 - Nomination of Trustees and
Officers
Change to read:
Section 3. Nomination of Trustees and Officers. The
Nominating Committee shall meet and select a slate of 
nominees to replace the retiring members of the Board of 
Trustees and for the elective officers. The nominations 
shall be included in the notice of the meeting. Other 
nominations may be made by a letter signed by 5
members of the Chapter and delivered to the Chapter 
Office at least 30 days prior to the Annual Meeting. 
(DELETE: Nominations for such positions may also be 
made from the floor at the Annual Meeting.)
Article V, Section 2 - Election, Paragraph 2 
Change to read:
Section 2. Election. The Trustees shall be elected at the 
annual meeting of the members of the Chapter for a 
term of up to three years and shall serve for such term 
and until the election and qualification of their succes­
sors, except for providing for the filling of vacancies. 
They shall be elected for terms of up to 3 years 
(DELETE: except that the initial electives shall be for 
one, two or three years) so as to provide for approxi­
mately equal classes with staggered terms.
Any member of the Board of Trustees who shall have 
served as such for six (DELETE: two) consecutive 
(DELETE: full terms of three) years shall be ineligible for 
re-election for a period of one year immediately follow­
ing the expiration of such a period (DELETE: second 
full term). Such members shall be eligible to be elected to 
any officer's position immediately, however. N otw ith­
standing any other provision, any individual having 
completed a period as chairperson of the board shall 
be eligible to serve as a trustee for one additional 
year. The names and addresses of all duly elected 
Chapter Trustees shall be sent to the national office of 
The Nature Conservancy within 10 days after such 
election.
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ANNUAL MEETING REGISTRATION FORM
Please return to the Chapter Office, 20 Federal Street, Brunswick, ME 04011, by July 27.
# Members
# Non­
members $ Enclosed
GENERAL REGISTRATION $3 member or $
non-member
SATURDAY TRIPS
1. Machias Bay Boat Trip $25/member $
$30/ non-member
2. Larrabee Heath & Jasper Beach No charge-member $
$3/non-member $
3. Lubec-West Quoddy Head No charge member
$3/non-member
SUNDAY TRIPS (Please do not sign up here if you have already done so through the Field Trip Flyer)
12. Great WaSs Island Hike $5 member $
$7/non-member
13. Cross Island Boat Trip 125/member $
$30/non-member
14. Bay of Fundy Seabird $25/member $
& Whalewatch $30/non-member
TOTAL ENCLOSED $
NAM E__
ADDRESS
G eneral Inform ation
Directions to the University of Maine at Machias Math 
and Science Building: From the south, follow Route One 
to Machias. Look for Gay's shopping center on your left, 
then in less than one mile take the first entrance to the 
University of Maine Machias campus on the right. The 
Math and Science Building is the first modern building on 
your right, next to a small playground.
If coming from the north, follow Route One through 
Machias, cross the bridge over the Machias River and 
take the second entrance to the campus, on your left, at 
the top of the hill.
Clothing: Informal. Be sure to bring warm and water­
proof clothes and sturdy walking 
shoes for the trips.
Rain or Bad Weather: The meeting and field trips on land 
will take place rain or shine. Boat 
trips may be cancelled if weather 
conditions require. If you have 
questions, call the Chapter office at 
729-5181 the day before, or the 
Bluebird Motel 255-3332.
Accommodations: Information about motels in the area 
is available at the Chapter office. 
Lunches: Lunches are needed for all field trips. Bring 
your own or order the evening 
before the trip from Helen's Restau­
rant in Machias.
Questions: If you have any questions, please call the 
Chapter office, 729-5181.
___ TELEPHONE _____________________
A N ote
A bout O ur L e a d e rs
Alan Lewis is Chairman of the Math & Science Division 
at the University of Maine at Machias. Dr. 
Lewis' particular interests are in the botany and 
biogeography of Downeast islands, including 
several TNC preserves.
Charles Duncan, an active birder and photographer, 
teaches chemistry at the University of Maine at 
Machias, and is the Director of the newly estab­
lished Institute for Field Ornithology there.
Philip Conkling, a TNC Trustee, long associated with 
Hurricane Island Outward Bound, and author 
of Islands in Time, is the founder and Director of 
The Island Institute.
Lissa Widoff, a Community Ecologist for the Maine 
Chapter. As researcher and co-author of the 
"Evaluation of Maine Peatlands For Their Unique and 
Exemplary Qualities," Lissa has broad knowledge of 
and deep interest in peatland ecology.
Mark McCollough has done extensive research on both 
shorebirds and bald eagles in eastern Maine. 
Mark is currently completing a doctoral thesis 
on the dispersal and survival of immature eagles 
in Maine.
Nona Famous is an expedition co-ordinator and natural­
ist for SEAFARERS, Maritime Wildlife Expedi­
tions, based in Machias. A former National Park 
naturalist, her interests include bird identifi­
cation, ecology and fish taxonomy.
A warehouse in Portland . . .
A summer cottage in Camden . . . 
Cut-over woodland in Aroostook . . . 
A commercial lot in Connecticut . . .
These properties have little or no ecological im­
portance. Yet they could be vital contributions to The 
Nature Conservancy’s land preservation program. The 
Conservancy can and does accept gifts of real estate 
without significant natural values so that it can sell the 
land and use the proceeds to purchase lands with 
significant natural values. These properties are called 
“trade lands.”
Over the past several years, trade lands donated by 
individuals and corporations to the Maine Chapter have 
been sold — with restrictions when appropriate — to 
produce critical dollars for the Chapter’s acquisition of 
outstanding natural lands.
The proceeds from these trade lands are used 
directly for the purchase of Maine’s most critical and 
spectacular habitats — seabird colonies, bald eagle 
nests, rocky coastal islands, peatlands, and more.
Trade lands donated to the Maine Chapter can be 
located either within the State or elsewhere. (One 
person even donated a villa in Spain to the
Conservancy!) The land may be developed or unde­
veloped — residential, commercial or industria1 
property.
If an undeveloped parcel is offered to the Chapter 
as a trade land, it is thoroughly examined by TNC staff 
and by an independent ecological expert to check 
whether any ecologically significant attributes exist. If 
they do, the property can be accepted as a preserve, 
or other protective arrangements can be made prior to 
sale by the Conservancy.
Aside from the satisfaction of aiding conservation in 
Maine, a trade land gift can provide donors with several 
important advantages.
The value of the contributed property is usually 
tax-deductible — just as with a gift of ecologically 
significant land. Furthermore, such gifts can reduce 
property tax liability, eliminate land holding and 
marketing problems, and provide other attractive 
financial benefits.
All donors of trade lands become Honorary Life 
Members of the Conservancy and receive a handsome 
certificate as a token of our appreciation. In general, 
proceeds from the sale of a trade land may be 
earmarked by the donor for a particular project or fund.
Think about it — wouldn’t you like to turn a white 
elephant into a snowy egret?
The Trade Land Concept
Turning White Elephants into Snowy Egrets . . .
The Kennebunk Project: A Case Study
As the cost of acquiring and caring for preserves has 
spiralled upward, the Conservancy has developed a 
number of innovative approaches to land conserva­
tion, tailoring protection plans to each parcel’s specific 
features and management needs.
The Maine Chapter’s current project in Kennebunk 
is a good example, and shows what can happen when 
just one couple decides to donate their land to TNC.
What started out as a simple gift of woodland has 
snowballed into our most complex and creative land 
deal in years.
Several years ago, two concerned landowners, 
George and Ann Cochrane, offered to donate 60 acres 
of woodland in Kennebunk to the Maine Chapter. The 
property was in a growing residential section of town 
and included several roadside lots.
However, the back acreage bordered the Mousam 
River floodplain and lay within the proposed bound­
aries of the Rachel Carson National Wildlife Refuge, 
which is owned and managed by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service.
Because USFWS was already managing adjacent 
conservation land, it was agreed that they would make 
the best stewards of this back acreage, which 
surrounds a pristine salt marsh (also within the 
Refuge’s proposed boundaries). Therefore, the 
donors agreed to have TNC transfer this part of the 
property to USFWS with restrictions, thereby insuring 
its protection as open space forever.
This addition to the Rachel Carson Refuge is shown 
on the map at Tract A.
Due to tight regulations governing federal acqui­
sitions, the USFWS was unable to accept the 
remaining acreage, which was not vital to the integrity 
of the Refuge.
Nevertheless, USFWS officials expressed hope that 
use or development of the area south of their addition 
(Tract B) could be limited to provide a buffer for the 
Refuge.
When the USFWS pledged to accept and protect 
the ecologically significant acreage, the donors agreed 
to have the Conservancy sell the remaining property 
as “trade land.”
LAND CONSERVATION in KENNEBUNK, MAINE
A=TRANSFER TO U.S.F.W.S. B=EASEMENT C=TRADE LAND 
D=TRANSFER TO U.S.F.W.S. E=TRANSFER TO U.S.F.W.S. 
F=TRADELAND
in Creative Land Conservation
Trade lands are more ordinary property — devel­
oped or undeveloped — which are donated to the 
Conservancy for re-sale. The income generated by 
these sales goes directly into the acquisition of other, 
more significant natural areas — coastal islands, heron 
rookeries or salt marshes — wherever the need is 
greatest.
In this case the roadside lots (Tract C), unsuitable 
for either a Conservancy or USFWS preserve, were 
sold as a single unit through a local broker.
Tract B was sold as well, but subject to a conser­
vation easement which limits development of the 
acreage to one single-family residence. This will insure 
that this section receives only minimum development, 
thereby remaining effective buffer land for the Wildlife 
Refuge. (Though partially protected, both Tracts B 
and C will also remain on the town’s tax rolls, pro­
viding important property tax revenues to the local 
community.)
But the story does not end there. The proceeds 
from these trade land sales were used in part to 
purchase the salt marsh surrounded by Tract A. This 
exceptional wetland (Tract D) will also be transferred 
to the USFWS by the Conservancy.
This example of creative conservation inspired 
another neighbor to follow suit, by donating 36 acres
Drawings by A. Kettler and J. Albright
directly across the Mousam River to the Conservancy. 
Like the gift which began this series, the property 
contains both Wildlife Refuge-designated land and 
excess trade land.
The bulk of the gift (Tract E) will be transferred with 
restrictions to the USFWS. The remaining 5 acres 
(Tract F) are already partially developed, and will be 
sold to generate cash for the acquisition of still other 
important natural areas in Maine.
Thus, what started out as a simple donation of land 
has grown into a major conservation success story:
•  The Nature Conservancy has helped save nearly 
100 acres of prime riverfront land, and has generated 
income for the acquisition of still more critical habitats 
in Maine.
•  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will add three 
coveted parcles to southern Maine’s largest Wildlife 
Refuge.
•  The donors have all gained the satisfaction — and 
financial benefits — of contributing to the preservation 
of Maine’s unique natural heritage.
• And the story may not yet be over — two addi­
tional neighbors are now considering a gift of their 
properties to complete the protection of this magnifi­
cent wetland area!
place
stamp
here
Kent W. Wommack
Director of Land Protection
The Nature Conservancy — Maine Chapter
20 Federal Street Brunswick, Maine 04011
What You Should Know About 
Charitable Gifts of Land
As a non-profit, charitable organization, The Nature Conservancy has pioneered in the acquisition and sale 
of real estate for conservation purposes. The expertise which the Conservancy has developed in this field 
now puts TNC in a unique position to suggest various alternatives and benefits available to all owners of real 
estate.
There are many benefits to donors of land — whether it is ecologically significant or not. A few are listed 
below. Sometimes a donation of property is actually more beneficial financially to the donor than selling it. 
If you own valuable but excess real estate, it might make more sense to give your land to the Conservancy 
rather than sell it. Send us the coupon below for more information.
• Contribute to the conservation of 
Maine’s unique natural heritage.
• Effect creative tax savings — 
both federal and state.
• Cut expenses of insurance, real 
estate taxes, and utilities.
• Free up capital for investment.
• Curtail land management time and 
expenses.
• Receive Honorary Life Membership 
in The Nature Conservancy.
• And more — send the coupon below 
for more information!
Maine Chapter The Nature Conservancy 20 Federal Street Brunswick. Maine 04011 (207) 729-5181
Name:
□  Yes, I am interested in the Maine Chapter’s trade land program. Please 
contact me for a confidential review of the options available to me.
□  I am interested in learning more about charitable gifts of land. Please send
me “The Landowner’s Options,” a guide to voluntary land protection in Maine.
□  I am not ready to consider this now, but may in the future. Please keep me 
informed.
Address:
Telephone:
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3SHIP ISLAND
PURCHASE
COMPLETE
Members and triends of the Maine Chapter will be glad 
to learn that fund-raising efforts as part of the Islands of 
Life Campaign have been successful in protecting the 
remaining half of Ship Island in Blue Hill Bay. In 1979, the 
initial half of Ship Island and the small East and West Barges 
adjacent were donated to TNC by Mr. and Mrs. Sohier 
Welch. Now, the rest of these islands have come under 
TNC ownership. TNC also had previously protected the 1- 
acre Trumpet Island and the southern 1/3 of Bar Island, just 
to the north in this island chain.
Together these islands are significant for one of the 
largest nesting colonies of the common eider duck in Maine. 
Nesting eiders are the only sea duck to breed in Maine,and 
Maine represents their only major breeding area in the 
continental United States. Until 1980, the Ship Island chain 
supported the third largest colony in Maine, more than
1,000 pairs. Although that summer an epidemic of avian 
cholera, which was centered in Blue Hill Bay, depleted much 
of this colony, it has bounced back and will no doubt reach 
or exceed the former levels. Of course, ownership has no 
influence over such natural diseases, but with the added 
protection of long-term TNC ownership, other outside 
disturbing influences can be avoided in the future.
Great black-backed and herring gulls also nest here in 
significant numbers, as well as double-crested cormorants. 
TNC is working and will continue to work closely with the 
Department of Island Fisheries and Wildlife to ensure the 
proper management for all these important nesting species. 
Prime amongst this is discouraging any visitation during the 
nesting season from May 15-July 15.
Ship Island was once wooded, but now, of the chain, only 
Bar supports a few trees. Ship has a history of sheep grazing 
which kept its vegetation low, as have so many of Maine's 
mid-coastal islands. Now it is dominated by shrubs such as 
red-berried elder, black cherry, rosa rugosa and raspberry. 
Familiar sea-strand plants such as beach pea and orache rim 
the beaches. The beaches expand dramatically at low tide, 
and then Ship is actually connected to Trumpet by a gravel 
bar. Conversely, the small East and West Barges are barely 
visible at high tide.
These islands in the chain are well-known landmarks at 
the entrance to Blue Hill Bay. Low-lying, they were most 
likely formed by moraines from the receding glaciers. Steep 
cliffs up to 40' rise sharply on the southern side of Ship, 
evidence of this activity. All who traverse these waters can 
be glad now that these islands will be protected into the 
future.
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it's Coming!
The long-awaited Directory of Maine 
Chapter Preserves is on its way, and is due to be 
out in early fall. This book will provide TNC 
members and friends with information and 
maps describing the lands the Chapter has pro­
tected since 1956. More details to follow.
NOTE: In the interim,those wishing to know 
about a particular preserve may request a 
summary sheet on it from the Chapter office.
Ship Island, Blue Hill Bay
F orm er C hairm an  
H on ored
Former Chapter Chairman, Clinton B. Townsend of 
Skowhegan, recently received an honorary Doctor of 
Environmental Laws degree from Unity College. Town­
send, an attorney from Skowhegan, has long been active in 
Maine's environmental affairs. He served as Maine Chapter 
Chairman from 1975-9, and is past President of Maine's 
Natural Resources Council. He and his wife donated the 
Kennebec River Islands, Indian and Fowl Meadow in 
Embden, to The Nature Conservancy in 1967.
A W ord From  
A V is ito r
Many of the Preserves are visited by school groups. The 
following is a letter sent to the Preserve Chairman of the 
Rachel Carson Salt Pond describing such a visit:
D e a r  M r .  W ill ia m s :
W e  loved g o in g  to R a ch e l C arson's S a lt  P ond. W e lea rn ed  a  
lot. W e  h a d  th ree ch ap eron es a n d  2  fo u rth  g r a d e  classes 
fro m  G rea t  S alt B ay . T h ey 're w ere  4 2  k id s a n d  2  teachers.
M r .  M a c A lic e  w as v ery  h elp fu l in sh o w in g  us w h a t th in gs  
w ere. Lots o f  people lik ed  these specific  th in gs : seeing th e cra b  
eggs, catch in g  the g la s s  eel, ch as in g  a n d  w atch in g  rock  
g u n n d s, ca tch in g  th e la rg e  c ra b , look in g  a t  th e sta r fish  
th rou g h  the m ag n ify in g  g la ss , a n d  catch in g  th ings. A  
cou ple o f  kids fo u n d  a  d ro p o ff in th e m idd le  o f  th e sa lt pon d  
th ey  g o t  k in d  o f  w et. B ut w a ter  doesn't hu rt. W e  h op e  w e  
can com e ag a in . T h a n k s  f o r  letting us com e.
T h a n k s !
M r s . M ag u ir e 's  a n d  M r s . O 'B ry an 's  
fo u rth  g ra d es  C .R .A .
P .S . M r .  M a r c h i ,  o u r  p rin c ip a l, sa id  th at a t  d ifferen t tim es  
d u rin g  the y e a r  fir s t  th rou g h  eig h th  g ra d es  at G r ea t  S a lt  
B a y  h av e  v isited  th e R a ch e l C arson  S a lt  Pond.
[NOTE: The Salt Pond Preserve is in Bristol.]
WWSZSJWS?
NEW LIFE MEMBERS OF 
THE MAINE CHAPTER
Life membership of $1,000 each are devoted entirely to the 
Chapter in which they are given. This month, thanks go to 
the following for his long term support:
Albert R. Smith, Jr.
4N E W  F A C E S
STEWARDSHIP
W O R K S H O P
Several new people have joined TNC's staff for the 
summer. We hope many will have the opportunity of 
meeting them during the course of the summer. Briefly we 
welcome:
William Galbraith, who is currently completing a 
Master's Degree in Wildlife Bioiogy at the University of 
Maine in Orono. His thesis work on woodcock habitats 
involved analyzing forest vegetation, soil characteristics 
and historical land use of many sites across central- 
southern Maine. Previously, Bill has been involved with 
ecological studies of bobcat and fox in Tennessee, and 
carp in Wisconsin lakes. He will be assisting Barbara 
Vickery as Stewardship Intern helping identify and 
implement priority tasks on existing preserves, pre­
paring Master Plans and assisting with acquisition 
related fieldwork.
Missy Droege will be this year's all-around Steward­
ship Assistant helping Maine Chapter staff with 
summer fieldwork and office-related activities. A Botany 
major graduating from the University of Vermont in 
June, she brings a wide variety of interests and skills to 
this jack-of-all-trades position. She spent last summer in 
the St. John River Valiev as field assistant to Sue Gawler, 
studying the Furbish lousewort and its plant com­
munity. Missy has been a naturalist interpreter in 
Vermont and Massachusetts, assisting in dune and tern 
habitat conservation projects on Cape Cod, and has won 
awards for her photography.
Summer caretakers for preserves include Damariscove 
Island caretakers, Brett Engstrom and Louise Kessel, who 
come to us from Vermont and North Carolina respectively. 
Brett is a field ornithologist now teaching high school 
science. Louise is a gifted professional story-teller who 
weaves ecological themes into her stories. Both have exten­
sive experience with natural history study and interpre­
tation in many parts of the country.
Douglas Mountain this year will be under the careful eye 
of Sally Gyger Biggar. Raised on an apple farm near Doug­
las Mountain and now living in nearby Porter, she has a 
deep familiarity with the area and particular affection for 
Douglas M ountain. Sally's interests include organic 
gardening, birdwatching, wildflower identification and a 
deep long-standing commitment to the principles of Zen 
Buddhism.
A good crowd enjoyed a day of informative workshops, 
beautiful field trips, interesting company and lovely spring 
sunshine at the Stewardship Workshop held in West Bath 
in late April.
Some highlights were sessions on the abc's of conser­
vation easements by Laura Johnson, TNC's Regional 
Stewardship Attorney, documentation and monitoring, 
and an introduction to Maine herptiles that included some 
live representations of our native frogs and salamanders.
After lunch, Dr. Robert Chute described the experiences 
of Bates College as managers of the Morse Mountain 
Coastal Research Area, a research and educational pre­
serve.
In between workshops, lunch and field trips, partici­
pants had time to talk to the staff, Trustees and each other 
about a variety of common interests and concerns.
Responses to the workshop evaluation strongly endorsed 
the concept of such an annual event, and suggested that in 
future years, we continue to offer a variety of workshops 
including practical management, legal, and natural history 
topics.
PR ESERVE N E W S
• DAMARISCOVE ISLAND PRESERVE: Two hand­
some,new, green and white signs handmade and painted 
by Morley Roberts, Preserve Chairman, were installed 
on a late spring day by committee members, Mr. and 
Mrs. Roberts, the Cogbills and Danny Kaler. One identi­
fies the Island as a TNC Preserve and the other warns 
visitors about the dangerous stone wharf.
• INDIAN & FOWL MEADOW ISLANDS PRESERVE:
On a field trip in May, Wild Leek, Allium tricoccum, was dis­
covered on Indian Island. This is the first record of this 
species in Somerset County. The broad leaves of Wild 
Leek could be mistaken for those of Dog's-tooth-Violet 
or Bluebead-Lily, but their pungent smell, sharp taste 
and basal bulb clearly identify it as a member of the 
onion family.
• INDIAN POINT-BLAGDEN PRESERVE: As of May
1st, it appeared that two pairs of osprey have returned to 
nest near or on the Preserve. So look for them (quietly!) 
when you visit.
TH E N A TU R E C O N SER V A N C Y  
Maine Chapter
20 Federal St., Brunswick, Maine 04011
Gifts in Memory of the 
following have been received 
by the Maine Chapter 
since the last newsletter:
Ernest 
Francis 
Bennet 
Mary I
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